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Falcon GT Club of SA Inc
Web: http://www.gtclubsa.com.au
Email: admin@gtclubsa.com.au
fb: Falcon GT Club of South Australia Inc
Post: PO Box 289, KentTown  South Australia, 5071

President Karl Brown 0408351391
Vice Presidents Robert Gibbons  

Tony Jordan
0409259700
0438919688

Secretary Michael Stavrides 0411473354

Treasurer Tony Parente 0417844986

Events Bryan & Karen McMillan 0417082098

Club Registration Karl Brown (North) 0408351391
Jamie McNeill(South) 0419833453
Kevin May 0417898004

FHMC Delegate
Roger Haysman
Ron Tebby (shaker@chariot.net.au)

0412855645
0413678021, 83870268

Merchandise
Newsletter Editor Mr Ed……………… admin@gtclubsa.com.au

Admin/Website/IT Sean Johnson 0438529460
Property John Walters 0411510029
Historian John Walters 0411510029
Public Officer Bill Clarke 0407005844
NAFGTC Peter Polson 0418835580
Delegates Michael Stavrides 0411473354
Life Members Roger Haysman Hugh Westphalen

Alan Tenraa Kevin May
Sean Johnson Ray (Ben) Hall
Karl Brown John Walters
Gary Watson (dec.)

The Falcon GT Club of SA Inc, the Committee and Members accept no  responsibility for the authenticity or validity of any items or 
articles  appearing in this newsletter.

All photos and imagery is sourced from fb: Falcon GT Club of South Australia Inc
and open source sites from the www. 3
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Club meetings are currently held on the THIRD Tuesday of each month
SEATON HOTEL

253 Tapleys Hill Rd, Seaton

CLUB EVENTS for 2021

See newsletter flyers for full details.
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Month Day Event
Jun-21

Tuesday 15 Jun Club Meeting – Seaton Hotel, 7.30 
pm

Sunday 27 Jun Club Rego Day

Jul-21
Tuesday 20 Jul Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 

pm
Sunday  25 Jul

Aug-21
Tuesday 17 Aug AGM – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Sunday 29 Aug Barossa Brauhaus - Cruise to 
Angaston 

Sep-21
Tuesday 21 Sep Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 

pm
Sunday 19 Sep Cruise to Clarendon

Oct-21
Tuesday 19 Oct Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 

pm
Sunday 17 Oct All Ford Day - Oakbank

Nov-21
Tuesday 16 Nov Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 

pm
Sunday 21 Nov Bow Hill

Dec-21
Tuesday 21 Dec Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 

pm
Saturday 11 Dec Christmas Dinner 

Jan-22
Wed 26 Jan Austrlalia Day Cruise  - TBA

Feb-22
Tuesday 15 Feb Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 

pm

Sat 19 Feb 30th Anniversary Dinner



Hi Peeps,

We had our first meeting at the Alberton Hotel which has a dedicated meeting room 
meaning we don't get disrupted and we don't disrupt other patrons. Win win I reckon. 

Due to covid,  the Xmas in July club run has been rescheduled so now it's the Xmas in 
August club run to the Barossa Brauhaus Hotel on the 29th August.  Meet at 
Officeworks, Main North Road, Parafield at 10.30am for a 11am depart.
Club run to Clarendon for September.  Details to come.

Don't forget the All Ford Day on October 17th at Oakbank. 7 spots left for our club 
display, don't miss out.

Club Years of Membership plaques were presented to various members who have 
been continuous members for 10+ and 20+ years. Thankyou for your continuous 
support.

Club AGM went smooth with only 1 change, that being Gabby Hayes stepping down as 
treasurer for 10+ years and Tony Parente taking up the position. 

Thanks for a great job Gabby and thanks to Tony for accepting the challenge.

Look forward to seeing you for this Sunday's club run to the Barossa. 

Next meeting is on Tuesday the 21st August 7.30pm. Meals available beforehand.

Call me about anything,

See ya
Karl 

0408351391
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El President



Hello

After surviving our week long LOCKDOWN, and watching the concerning degree of 
complacency occurring on the east coast, as representatives of this Club (soon turning 30), 
we must remember to appreciate the freedoms we currently experience and maintain efforts to 
do the right thing when attending Club Events. Please wear chaff bags, or muzzles, and 
anyone with any symptoms need to ‘Far Cough!!!’

Our fantastic Events Team, Bryan and Karen have filled our Event Calendar with some sort of 
cruise, lunch or show. This week it’s July V2, at the Brauhaus in Angaston, with key event 
following, the All Ford Day on the 17 Oct…..to which Unicorn and I have already registered 
one of our EBs, yes, the EB, like the ‘Plastic Fantastic’ on this edition’s cover.

I am sure it is no secret, I like the 90’s Falcon. I had just turned driving age in 1991, and the 
EA/EB was the flash new Ford in the showrooms,….and more importantly, the V8 had 
returned. This edition, I provide some thoughts on the E Series, Tickford, GTs and make no 
excuses for my passionate comments. 

As for the EBs you ask? Yes, we have two,….one looks like the photo above, the other is 
Unicorn’s new Aussie Muscle Car Run carriage. Her first Ford,…..only took 6 years to sway 
her. In later editions, I hope to provide a platform for all those Club members that are 
participating, eg: El Pres and the First Lady, and not to forget Kevin May, whose vision for the 
AMCR and his tireless work, has created something which will hopefully endure with new 
caretakers, Varity Children's Charities. Search for us all via this link:

https://aussie-muscle-car-run-2022.raisely.com/

Also, next month, to recognise the King of all Muscle Cars turning 50 (do I have to say 
GT..H…), Hugh returns, sharing his refection's on owning a blue one. 

till then…………keep on Grand Touring.

Cheers.

Mr Ed

Mr Ed!
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Perpetuating the Legendary FALCON GT

Please RSVP to: 
admin@gtclubsa.com.au  
Thank you 
FGTCSA Committee

SATURDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 2022 from 6:30pm

n the 11th of February 1992 the inaugural meeting of The Falcon GT Club of 
South Australia (FGTCSA) was held at the Naval Military Club on Hutt St in the city. 

30 years on, the club is still very much active and committed to
‘Perpetuating the Legendary Falcon GT’ 

whilst providing an enjoyable social environment for GT owners & their families. 

To mark this milestone achievement, the FGTCSA will host a special 
30TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

at the Hilton Hotel in the city just after our birth date. 

This will be complimentary for all current full and associate members & partners (adults 
only please) & will include a dinner & drinks package, with a live band & dancing. 
Accommodation will be available at the Hilton at a special rate for those wishing to 
make it a complete night. 

Dress to Impress……drinks and dinner package from 6:30pm till midnight.



Minutes of Meeting 
Tuesday 17 Aug 2021
Alberton Hotel 
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Minutes of Meeting 
Tuesday 17 Aug 2021
Alberton Hotel

2 of 4

9

Note: With the introduction of the "Batch Banking" and new Visa Card system to the way 
our club makes transactions/payments we no longer need the Cheque Account.
As from now 17/08/2021 the Cheque Account will be closed and the remaining funds in 
this account will be transferred into one of our other existing accounts.

See Note below
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AGM
Tuesday 17 Aug 2021
Alberton Hotel
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Late in 1992, as I was returning home, I passed a Newsagency which had the latest addition of Wheels 
plastered across the front window. The cover featured the return of the Falcon GT, the EB, in Black Pearl, 
occupying prime position on the cover of the October edition of Wheels. I quickly parked my Father’s 
Warm Grey, XF Falcon S Pack station wagon and raced in to secure my copy. 

Prior to this, I had already previewed the coming 25th Anniversary Falcon GT at that year’s Melbourne 
International Motor Show. I can recall standing in front of Ford’s newest Grand Tourer, rotating behind a 
chrome barrier, wanting to find out more and just hoping, I would be able to own and drive such a 
beast…..which finally occurred in 2005.

The EB and following EL GT (launched as the 30th Anniversary in 1997), the Tickford era, generated 
overwhelmingly positive reports from motoring journalists at the time of each GTs release. Not so from 
some Ford enthusiasts, recalling memories of GT-HOs.  Descriptions varied from: exceptional handling not 
experienced in an Australian performance car before, representative of a true Grand Tourer; to 
disappointment, with power not representative of past GTs and GT-HOs which, let us not forget, were built 
for the sole purpose of winning Bathurst. So the question of performance is always raised when discussion 
occurs on the comparison with past and Tickford era GTs. Howard Marsden steered the development of 
the EB GT, and made a point of mentioning they were not building a race car, but a Grand Tourer, in the 
truest sense, a ‘Gentlemen’s Express’. 

The ERA
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As the times suggest, progress from the XB GT was evident; however, as the 
EB and EL (which was quicker again, 14.9 sec -400m and further refined) 
failed to eclipse the Phase III, or were too far refined in the modern sense of 
performance delivery, that left the Tickford GTs open to criticism. 

Performance in the 90’s and today, cost money. If Howard Marsden chose to 
build a GT-HO (which he very well could have), the performance gain would 
have contributed to a very expensive retail…..comparing to the M5’s new car 
price, which was delivering HO levels of acceleration. The critical gain in 
performance with the Tickford GTs was not so much under the bonnet, but 
“from the Wheels Up!” (if I may quote an old piece of Falcon advertising for 
the XW….or was it XY??). Handling had become the key Option!!

EB GTs being built at Tickford Engineering…..

Howard Marsden, the same guy that managed the Phase III racing program, oversaw Moffat’s crushing 
victory at Bathurst in 1971 and headed the Phase IV program, (that is him with a winged sump) envisioned a 
refined, modern, luxury GT, fit for the 90’s performance car enthusiast. Ford’s newly reintroduced 5.0L 
Windsor V8 powering the EB II was the start point.

The EB II Falcon GT featured the 5.0L Windsor sourced from the Mustang Cobra R. Advertised at 200kw (270 
bhp), it was the first time since the XB GT a Ford had developed that type of power and, for comparison, the 
BMW M5 (the fastest 4 door production car in 1992) developed (only) 250 kw and cost considerably more at 
$153,000, over twice as much as the GT at $62,500 (adjusted to inflation, the EB GT would have cost 
$121,189.98 in today’s coin). 400m times recorded by Wheels had the EB GT (manual) covering the distance 
in 15.2 sec………the last recorded time for a (standard) XB GT was 16.5sec (ignoring the GT-HO). The very 
last 5.8L XE ESP in 1982 was slower again.
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I for one can state, the handling of an EB GT would eclipse any local product built prior to,…. on any race 
track. Bold statement I know; however, just ask the drivers of all the chrome bumpered cars from the AMCR 
in 2019…..what the back of GT 0223 looks like!…..as the superior handling of the EB GT allowed my meagre 
skill as a driver, maintain a good pace against much larger capacity, heavily modified Muscle Cars, much to 
their surprise. Ford poured a significant amount of the GT development budget onto something that was a 
suggestion on past GTs,….Handling, and started with the best performance tyres at the time, Pirelli's P Zero
Assimetricos. These were ‘original equipment’ on Ferrari’s F-40 and featured on the EB GT; as a result, I did 
enjoy cruising around Phillip Island Grand Prix Track, with the climate control set (exactly) to 20 C, 
overtaking traffic on the outside of Siberia, in leather and walnut comfort…a true ‘Gentlemen’s Express’. I 
even applied the indicator, in order to be a considerate…….Gentleman that is….

Luxury is what you get when you enter an EB or EL GT. Leather featured in both and strips of walnut (real 
walnut, that’s wood,…from a tree by the way… in the EB) adorned both. MOMO steering wheels (everything 
had to be MOMO back then) and all the ‘bells and whistles’ Ford had at the time, makes for a very 
comfortable driving experience and the best interiors Ford has created,…..in my opinion.

As a proud owner, I can never see myself selling GT 0223. It is still a capable driving machine (maybe not the 
Ultimate driving machine……BM…something…Unicorn) and delivers satisfaction on any twisty road. Modern 
hatch backs today may be able to out accelerate it (that would apply for the chrome bumper GTs as well); 
however, as it is a GT, (because the badge Ford put on the back says it is!) that is all that matters to me.

EB GT EL GT



TIME MACHINE
Making grown men……..cry!!!
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Where the Hell is 391 S. Main St???? 
Cannot get there quick enough…..trade in the EB Fairmont…Ed. 



CLUB EVENT
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…………NOaughtT!!!

The Supreme Machine
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CLUB SUPPORTER
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