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Falcon GT Club of SA Inc
Web: http://www.gtclubsa.com.au
Email: admin@gtclubsa.com.au
fb: Falcon GT Club of South Australia Inc
Post: PO Box 289, KentTown  South Australia, 5071

President Karl Brown 0408351391
Vice Presidents Robert Gibbons  

Tony Jordan
0409259700
0438919688

Secretary Michael Stavrides 0411473354

Treasurer Tony Parente 0417844986

Events Bryan & Karen McMillan 0417082098

Club Registration Karl Brown (North) 0408351391
Jamie McNeill(South) 0419833453
Kevin May 0417898004

FHMC Delegate
Roger Haysman
Ron Tebby (shaker@chariot.net.au)

0412855645
0413678021, 83870268

Merchandise
Newsletter Editor Mr Ed……………… admin@gtclubsa.com.au

Admin/Website/IT Sean Johnson 0438529460
Property John Walters 0411510029
Historian John Walters 0411510029
Public Officer Bill Clarke 0407005844
NAFGTC Peter Polson 0418835580
Delegates Michael Stavrides 0411473354
Life Members Roger Haysman Hugh Westphalen

Alan Tenraa Kevin May
Sean Johnson Ray (Ben) Hall
Karl Brown John Walters
Gary Watson (dec.)

The Falcon GT Club of SA Inc, the Committee and Members accept no  responsibility for the authenticity or validity of any items or 
articles  appearing in this newsletter.

All photos and imagery is sourced from fb: Falcon GT Club of South Australia Inc
and open source sites from the www. 3

http://www.gtclubsa.com.au/
mailto:admin@gtclubsa.com.au


Club meetings are currently held on the THIRD Tuesday of each month
at ALBERTON HOTEL

124 Port Road  ALBERTON

CLUB EVENTS for 2022

See newsletter flyers for full details.
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Month Day Event
Jan-22

Tue 11 Jan Mid Week Cruise
Wed 26 Jan Austrlalia Day Cruise  

Feb-22
Tuesday 15 Feb Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Sat 19 Feb 30th Anniversary Dinner

Mar-22
Sunday 6 Mar Re-live the First GT Club Cruise - Clare 

Valley

Tuesday 15 Mar Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Apr-22
Sunday 3 Apr TBA

Tuesday 19 Apr Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

May-22
Fri 6- Mon 9 May Wallaroo weekend getaway

Tuesday 17 May Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Jun-22
Sunday 5 Jun TBA

Tuesday 14 Jun Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Jul-22
Tuesday 19 Jul Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Aug-22
Tuesday 16 Aug Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Sep-22
Tuesday 13 Sep Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Oct-22
Tuesday 18 Oct Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Nov-22
Tuesday 15 Nov Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm

Dec-22
Tuesday 13 Dec Club Meeting – Alberton Hotel, 7.30 pm
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El President

Hi Peeps,

I hope everyone has a great Christmas with family and friends.
Christmas dinner at the McMillan's was a great success, great food, 
great company and probably a few sore heads the next day.

Tuesday January 11th, there is a midweek cruise for anyone not 
working. Details in newsletter.

January 26th is our combined GT/Monaro club run. It's always a 
great evening. Starting at Hungry Jacks, Parafield. Details to follow.

Final instalment has been paid for the 30th Anniversary dinner.
Remember to email Sean at admin@gtclubsa.com.au regarding 
your attendance.

Peter Polson showed off the new club shirt designs. Look great.
Order forms in this newsletter.

Here's to a great summer with lots of GT croozin.
Stay safe out there.
Next meeting Tuesday February 15th 2022.
Call me about anything,

Regards Karl 0408351391
Ps Happy New Year to you all

mailto:admin@gtclubsa.com.au


Mr Ed!
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Hello,

Bathurst has just concluded and a worthy victory and congratulations to Walkinshaw Andretti United 
for creating a ‘rocket ship’ out of the Chev powered Peugeot appliance. It will be great to see if 888 
Racing conform to past behaviour and  question the 5 second margin of pace WAU and Mostert
enjoyed over the entire field,….or maybe not. It does allow some opportunity for Holden fans to gloat 
of the Bathurst win (again) whilst shopping for their next Great Wall pick up! 

It was not, however, the 10 second margin Al Turner and Alan Moffat enjoyed with the Phase III and 
the decimation of the rest of the field that Ford reeked in 1971. With the recent passing of (Big Al) 
Turner, a tribute to the great man and the innovations he created in motor sport are detailed in this 
months issue. 

As for Ford’s performance this year, good to see a valiant effort made by Tickford Racing, Cam Waters 
and……..James Moffat, to hold off the remaining Peugeots to achieve back to back second place for 
the Ford Mustang. I reflect on comments I have seen by some GM fans to Ford fans on Face Plant, 
“better luck next year.” Speaking of Valiant…..

I did hear, Chrysler again are leaving the Australian Market. It is a shame, as I did not mind the 800 
SRT which should have been the third car competing in Supercars. Hopefully the market will turn full 
circle again, and ‘the big three’, as most ‘Gen X’ and ‘Baby Boomers’ would remember, is realised 
again, with Chrysler to join with Ford (and the other one), and create a recipe for some exciting racing 
with robust fan discussion/activity. 

As for Supercar fans in SA, seems we miss out completely on having a Supercar event next 
year…..how does that happen? The Premier is obviously not a fan! Shame the PM shows more 
enthusiasm at the Federal level during his ‘hot lap’ with Scaife in the Pace Car Mustang. Perhaps the 
Shahin’s should drag the Premier out his North Terrace office with the lure of a ‘hot lap’ around The 
Bend in any one Mr Shahin’s exotics, to show what his decisions are depriving of a significant portion 
of SA community. You only have to see the amount of Coffee and Cars events that occur in SA to 
know…..waiting for election day.

As summer has finally arrived and warm days are upon us, it is good to perhaps visit a local Coffee 
and Cars and show all the ‘rice burners’ what a ‘hamburger with the lot’ sounds like! Soon the only 
sound you may hear is a whirring noise and crinkling tyres on bitumen as cars are attached to power 
boxes like an unloved dog tied to a post. Unicorn and I look forward to stamping the throttle on the 
AMCR Fairmont or the GT, to just make some noise as a warm up to the Australia Day Cruise, it is 
Christmas after all.

From Unicorn and I, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year in 2022…..in classic Richie Benaud/12 
man “Twenty Teewo Teewo” tone and see you at the 30th Anniversary Dinner………

Cheers to Grand Touring, Mr Ed.





Minutes of Meeting 
Tuesday 22 Dec 2021
Alberton Hotel
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Correspondence
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The ‘Father’ of the iconic Falcon GT-HO, ‘Big Al’ Turner, arrived at Ford Australia midway through 
1968, charged with the task of putting Ford back into the winner’s circle. It was an initiative of then 
President of the Ford Motor Company, Bunkie Knudsen, who told Ford Australia’s Managing 
Director, Bill Bourke, it was time to get into the muscle car business. Knudsen selected the best man 
for the job, Al Turner, a man with a ‘Degree’ in speed.

Turner started racing as a young man in the US Army Engineering Corps, when a group of guys 
from his platoon ran a '37 Ford coupe at local dirt track events. Turner and his soldiers had built a 
completely stock engine, but had changed diff ratio to gain an edge. The car won five races in a row 
and was an early sign of how cunning Big Al could be.

In 1955 Turner joined the Ford Motor Company as a research engineering technician and spent time 
working with the fuel and lubricant boffins. In the lab and on the track, he played with fuels and 
blended his own brews, an art he never forgot. Turner fast-tracked through Ford, changing jobs 
every 18 months to learn each production phase of automobile manufacture. Fran Hernandez, who 
headed motorsport at Lincoln/Mercury recruited Turner to lead his new drag racing program.

The Comet 427 race cars were already underway when Turner arrived. "We came out with the '64 
AF/X Comet and cleaned house at the 1964 NHRA Winter Nationals at Pomona, Turner 
remembers." For its time, it was an innovative car that drove straight and fast.“ During this time, 
Ford's Special Vehicles Activities group had built several stretched nose, steel bodied '66 Mustang 
fastbacks. These early funny cars featured the fabled injected 427 SOHC (Cammer) engines set 
back in the firewall, with the front axle mounted way ahead of the engine. The most famous of these 
was the Holman and Moody-built Ford 'Mystery 9' Mustang. It turned 9.73-seconds at 140mph.
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When Hernandez asked Turner how Mercury could compete, Big Al suggested they break out of the 
mould. At his drawing table, with slide rule in hand and 15 years racing experience to draw on, 
Turner conceived the first tube-framed funny car.

Hernandez gave the go-ahead to build five tube-chassis, fiberglass-bodied Mercury funny cars in 
late '65. Turner dictated the chassis design, with the suspension layout and torsional rigidity factors 
he wanted built into the cars. These cars were to become the first generation of the modern flip-top 
funny car. Fitted with one-piece Mercury Comet bodies, three cars were build as fuel injected 
coupes, while a fourth car appeared as a toplesss, supercharged nitro-powered roadster.

When it became apparent that four-speed manual transmissions were not optimal, Turner had the 
Comets fitted with automatics and worked with Ron Logghe to develop the now-ubiquitous ratchet 
shifter. Within eight months, the cars improved by two-seconds and hit speeds of 200mph.

The Comets and their Ford derivatives dominated Unlimited Stock Eliminator for more than two 
years. At the '67 Manufacturers Funny Car Championship. 'Fast Eddie' Schartman took the title in a 
Comet to the tune of 7.86-seconds.

Turner worked on other Mercury and Ford motorsports programs in mid-1967 through 1968. These 
included Trans Am and muscle car projects like the 428 Cobra Jet, Cougar GTE 428, Cyclone 
Spoiler, XR-7 Cougar Eliminator and the Cobra Jet Torino.

Aero tricks that Turner had learned on the funny cars were transferred to Trans Am road racing and 
then to production cars like the Boss 302 and Mach 1 Mustang. This work included his design of the 
iconic ‘Shaker' scoop that made it onto both Ford and Mercury products and was ultimately fitted to 
XY GT Falcons, through first appearing in Australia on the 1968 Falcon GT coupe concept (as well 
as the rear wing and XW ‘Super Roo’ stripes) based on the XT.
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Turner was working in the Lincoln-Mercury Drag Racing Program when he got the call from 
Bunkie Knudsen to set up a new Division in Australia, a Special Vehicles Operation (SVO). When 
Turner arrived at Broadmeadows HQ, Bourke literally gave Turner free rein to do whatever was 
needed to develop a car that could take the chequered flag at Bathurst and generate traffic in 
dealerships, ‘Win on Sunday,…Sell on Monday!’

Bourke challenged the 36-year-old Turner to conquer Mount Panorama at Bathurst in a year. 
Turner went on to identify and recruit a crew of ex-Brabham Formula 1 engineers and specialists, 
and he set up his own workshop, at Lot 6 Mahoneys Road Thomastown, not too far from the 
Broadmeadows HQ. This workshop was a secret building with no corporate Ford signage visible 
and open to ‘outsiders’ by invitation only. It was at Lot 6 the Falcon GT-HO was conceived and 
developed.

Turner’s time in Australia is well documented for the success he brought to the race track and 
certainly by the legacy he left in creating the fastest four door production car Australia had ever 
seen with the GT-HO, and the world in 1971 with the Phase III.

Turner left Australia midway through 1974 for a new position under Bill Bourke. Bourke was 
made President of Ford of Europe and asked Turner to join him. During Turner’s four-year stint in 
the UK, he was in Product Planning and among his credits was the John Player Black and Gold 
Capri. In late 1983, Turned jumped ship from Ford to Chrysler into its Product Planning 
Department remaining there until his retirement. 

Al Turner leaves a remarkable legacy as not only the father of the modern Funny Car but also 
Australia’s most iconic muscle car. The Falcon GT-HO was central to a brief but spectacular era 
of raw power, speed and excitement that showcased the can-do attitude and unique brilliance of 
the Australian automotive industry. RIP (Big) Al Turner.

Bunkie Knudsen
Managing Director 
Ford Motor Company

Bill Burke
Managing Director 
Ford Australia



TIME MACHINE
Making grown men……..cry!!!
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CLUB EVENT
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Christmas Dinner 
2021

Here we are again another GT Christmas Dinner at the McMillans.
Covid unfortunately was still with us and restricted the numbers 
yet again to a limit.
25 club members turned up on the night and by the looks of it, 
thoroughly enjoy themselves.
Leanne, Karls mum Gill and I catered the night and we put on an 
arragment or roast meats, salads, roast spuds and to top of the 
night deserts and GT cupcakes and fruit/cheese platters.
The night was full of fun, laughter and good company. Many 
bottles of Wine, Port, coldies were enjoyed and im sure the bus 
ride home for the Southerners was one to remember.
Thanks again for making it another Christmas Dinner at the 
McMillans.

Happy New year for 2022
Karen and Bryan Mac
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…NOT!!
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Holden badges through the years
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CLUB SUPPORTER





CLUB SUPPORTER
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